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Installation





Run the setup.exe program to install the software onto your computer. You will be asked various questions during the installation but if you keep clicking the Next button, this will install the software with all the default options.





You should then find a group called mddb on your Start/Programs menu where you can launch the program, read this manual or uninstall the software.





When you run the program for the first time, you may be asked to find the mddb database. This can be found in the same directory where you installed the software.





Overview





This program was written to help me record and organise my finds made whilst out searching with my metal detector.





The program uses a tree-like structure to store data in that you initially create a set of sites you regularly visit, then when you go searching on a site, you create a visit record for that site and then for each find you make, you create a find record against the visit.





This tree-structure is similar in concept to the idea of drives, folders and files and is navigated in the same way as the Windows Explorer program which you will already be familiar with.





This will become clearer when we look at the main screen for the program.





�





Here we can see the system has three sites, Farmer Giles, Joe Bloggs and Old MacDonald. Two visits have been made to Farmer Giles and Joe Bloggs but only one so far to Old MacDonald.





The data in the system can be viewed in three ways. The Sites tab organises the data by site and visit and this section will be used when entering new information. Clicking on a site or a visit will show further information in the right hand window.





The Visits tab organises data by visit so you can easily find information for a visit if you know the date you went but cannot remember the name of the site. Selecting an entry from the visits list will show a list of finds in the right hand window,





The Finds tab organises data by find as can be seen in the right hand window above. This will initially show all finds in the system but the program has a comprehensive query tool which allows you to filter this display to only show finds of interest such as all Hammered or all Charles I coins of a certain value etc. This query tool also works on the Visits tab above.





Right clicking on an item on the screen will pop up a menu with options to add, edit or delete items appropriate to the item selected.





Sites





Right clicking on the Site tab or an existing site name will show a menu that will contain items to add, edit or delete sites.





If you select add or edit, the database record screen will appear where you enter the site information. This looks like :





�





The dialog box has three tabs at the top where you can enter further information. The main screen has text boxes where you can enter the address information of the site.





After making changes to a record, click Update to save the modifications.





Click New to add a new blank record and click delete to delete the current record.





Use the navigation bar to move backwards and forwards between different site records.





Click Exit to close the dialog box and return to the program main window.





Selecting the Pictures tab will show :





�





Here, you can store up to five graphic images of the site, usually taken by your digital camera. Depending on your computers configuration, you should be able to drag and drop BMP or GIF files straight off My Computer or Explorer into the box above. You will probably have to edit the original pictures first to make them look presentable in the box, as they will be re-sized to fit the dimensions above.





Once you have inserted an image, you can right-click on the image and select Edit or Open off the menu to open you paint program to edit the image.





You can also insert objects other than graphics, such as sound clips by double clicking on the image box instead of dragging and dropping files.





Click Clear to clear the current image or object.





Visits





Right clicking on a visit date or site will show a menu that will contain items to add, edit or delete visits.





If you select add or edit, the database record screen will appear where you enter the visit information. This looks like :





�





Use the box as described above under Sites. Notice that when you create a new visit it will show the associated site in a box that you cannot edit. This is for reference only.





Finds





Right clicking on a find or visit date will show a menu which will contain items to add, edit or delete finds.





If you select add or edit, the database record screen will appear where you enter the find information. This looks like :





�





Again, complete the box as described above. Notice that when you create a new find it will show the associated site and date of the visit in a box that you cannot edit. This is for reference only.





Each find is also allocated a sequential reference number that you can use to physically record against the find.





Each find has a category and one can be selected off the drop down list. If you need to create a new category, simply enter the category text in the box instead and this will be added to the list for future use.








Query Tool





Right clicking of the Finds or Visits tab will show the query window like the one below :





�





Using this screen, you can create filters to only display finds or visits of interest.





Assuming you are querying the finds table, select the field you wish to query, the operator and the value to compare. You can pre-fill the value box by clicking on List Possible Values.





If you wish the data to be sorted, select the sort field.





Press And to create the initial query. If you need to add more expressions to the query, select a new field, operator and value and select And or Or accordingly.





Once the query is complete, click OK.





Click Clear to start again and Close to cancel the query.





If you accept a query, the main screen will only show records matching your query.





Examples








1.





Assuming you wanted to look at all Hammered coins dated between 1300 and 1500 with the resulting data sorted by date.





From the Field Name List, select CATEGORY


From the Operator List, select =


Either type HAMMERED into the Value box or click List Possible Values and select HAMMERED from the list


Click And.





From the Field Name List, select DATE


From the Operator List, select >=


Type 1300 into the Value box


Click And.





From the Field Name List, select DATE


From the Operator List, select <=


Type 1500 into the Value box


Click And.





In Order By, select Data and click Asc





Click OK








2.





To look for text contained within a field, such as all finds with Charles in the description :





From the Field Name List, select DESCRIPTION


From the Operator List, select Like


Type *charles* into the Value box





The * matches any characters before or after the text.





Reporting





The program has the ability to generate various reports showing the information currently in the database. The report layouts are pre-defined by me and there are no facilities to allow you to create your own layouts. However, the reports are generated using the Crystal Reports software package and if you have access to this program, you will be able to create your own report layouts.





Selecting Reports off the main menu will drop down a sub menu with options for Site, Visit and Find reports. Choosing a menu option will bring up a File Open dialog allowing you to choose one of the pre-defined reports. The ones in the system at the moment are :





Site Summary


Visit Summary


Visit Summary By Site


Find Summary


Find Summary By Category


Find Summary By Visit


Find Detail





Selecting a report will show the report preview on screen as in the example below :


�








The toolbar at the top of the window shows navigation buttons for going backwards and forwards between the pages of the report.





You can print the report by clicking on the printer icon, export the report to disc or e-mail it to someone by clicking on the envelope icon and zoom into the report by clicking on the last toolbar icon.





The reporting option is also linked into the query tool. If you have created a query using the query tool described above, the report will only show those records matching the query. Clearing the query will then show all records on the reports.








Menu Bar





File/New Database





	The program defaults to using a database called MDDB. If you wish to create additional databases, for example, other members of your club, you can use the New Option.





File/Open Database





	This allows you to switch to another existing database





File/Repair Database





	If the program or computer crashes, the program database may get corrupted. This option should sort out any problems you may have.





File/Compact Database





	As you add, edit and delete records, the database may get fragmented. This option will compact the database and remove unwanted space.





File/Exit





	This option will exit the program





View/Data Form





	This is only of use to advanced users and allows direct access to the database records. If you start playing with this option and manage to screw things up, don’t come crying to me.





View/Web Browser





	If you have an Internet connection, this option will load up a web browser and take you straight to my web home page where you will find information and program updates.





Reports/Site





	You can pick from the pre-defined list of site specific reports





Reports/Visit





	You can pick from the pre-defined list of visit specific reports





Reports/Find





	You can pick from the pre-defined list of find specific reports





Help/


	


	To be completed





Help/Register


	


	You can enter your name and a program registration number here. Any number will be accepted at the moment as there are no special registration specific features in the program yet. Please note that because you can enter any number now, this doesn’t mean that you will be automatically registered should future versions of the program become shareware.





Help/About





	This shows the programs ‘About’ box and includes a handy link to fire up your e-mail client should you wish to e-mail me about anything.


	





Tool Bar





	The arrows allow you to move up and down the tree structure view








Features To Add





Better Icons


Toolbar and menu items to add/delete/edit records


Help file


Custom SQL queries for advanced users


Automatic program updates via the WWW





Plus any others you can think of and would like to let me know.





Contact Information





If you find any bugs or would like to tell me about your new ideas for the program, you can contact me at the following places :





Jon Welch


50 Quarrydale Road


Sutton In Ashfield


Notts


NG17 4DR


Great Britain





Phone : +44 (0) 1623 461298


Fax : +44 (0) 1623 550425





jon@g7jjf.demon.co.uk





http://www.g7jjf.demon.co.uk








Updated versions of the program will be placed on my web site for download as they become available.





Please note that future versions of the program may become shareware and require a registration fee. 





